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NEW FILM OFFERS WOMEN’S EXPERIENCE OF THE SACRED 

A new film called Celebrating Sisters Singing which chronicles an evening of women’s spoken word, poetry, live music and original art honoring the sacred, will be previewed at a literary/arts event at the Capitola BookCafe on Friday, April 16, 2010 at 7:30 pm.  The film is a collaboration between local writer and teacher Carolyn Brigit Flynn and filmmaker Marigold Fine, and is a two-hour edited DVD of a standing-room-only opening event in Santa Cruz for the anthology Sisters Singing: Blessings, Prayers, Art, Songs, Poetry and Sacred Stories by Women on November 8, 2008.  

The film’s premiere evening on April 16, 2010 at the Capitola BookCafe will include live poetry readings from Sisters Singing poets, music from Kate Munger and the Threshold Choir, and preview clips of Celebrating Sisters Singing, which was funded in part with a grant from the Santa Cruz County Cultural Council.  The film celebrates spoken word from sixteen women writers, live music from Alysia Tromblay as well as Kate Munger and the Threshold Choir, and a showing of women’s original artwork. 

The idea for Celebrating Sisters Singing came after the November 8, 2008 event, says Flynn.  “I viewed the video footage from that night, and saw how the incredible energy of the live event had translated to film. There is something unmistakably beautiful when the writer reads her work aloud – she brings her own soul and presence to the poem, and gives it to us in an elevated form. In the beginning, all poetry was oral, the equivalent of song.  We are hard-wired to listen to the music of poetry with our bodies, and to hear songs sung live.  The music from Alysia Tromblay and also from the Threshold Choir is gorgeous in the film, and we were also able to evoke the art show.  Celebrating Sisters Singing is a celebration of the creative in all of us.”

The anthology Sisters Singing has been highly successful, with praise from many, including Maya Angelou who responded, “Congratulations on this fine work. I intend to keep Sisters Singing in arm’s reach for at least the next year.”   

“The film Celebrating Sisters Singing embodies the spirit of the original book and its title,” Flynn says.  “The DVD is the power of live spoken word and song brought into digital form, making a one-time event available to a much larger audience.”

Local author Laura Davis agrees. “I walked into the Sisters Singing opening event, unfamiliar with Carolyn Brigit Flynn and the incredible creativity her teaching evokes. I was blown away by the magic and power that vibrated through every bit of that evening. I cried, I laughed, I was touched at my core. I am thrilled that this amazing event is available on DVD.”  

“It’s been a joy to work on this film,” says filmmaker and writer Marigold Fine, “and to be part of the Sisters Singing community.”  Fine is owner of Full Circle Productions, which is one of the few women-owned video production companies in the Monterey Bay area. She is also a writer with work in Sisters Singing.  “In over 25 years working in video, this has been one of the most fun and creative collaborations.  We were able to evoke the essence of that wonderful night of women’s voices. There was an abundance of great footage to work with.  I’m delighted to bring this film of women’s creativity to a wider audience.”

The DVD Celebrating Sisters Singing will be available at Santa Cruz independent bookstores and on the web at Amazon. com. The official release date is April 16, 2010. The anthology Sisters Singing: Blessings Prayers, Art, Songs, Poetry and Sacred Stories by Women is widely available in bookstores and on the web.  More information can be found at www.sisterssinging.com.   

	EVENT INFORMATION

Friday, April 16, 2010  7:30 pm

CAPITOLA BOOKCAFE

1475 41st Avenue, Capitola, CA 95010   (831)  462-4415 

SISTERS SINGING! An Evening of Poetry, Music and Video

Commemorating the release of the film Celebrating Sisters Singing

Featuring Poetry and Prose from Sandia Belgrade, Rose Lobel, Coleen Douglas, Jean Mahoney, Melody Culver and Caroline Koch  
Music with Kate Munger and the Threshold Choir  
Video clips from Celebrating Sisters Singing 

With Carolyn Brigit Flynn and filmmaker Marigold  Fine 
 




